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Seed companies are a crucial partner in efforts to raise smallholder farmer
productivity and achieve food and nutrition security. For the first time,
the Access to Seeds Index shines a light on companies taking the lead in
reaching smallholder farmers in Western and Central Africa.
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*In August 2018, Bayer completed the $66 billion takeover of Monsanto. Research & Development

The 2019 index reflects company activities in the 2016-2017 period, prior to the takeover.



All results and background information is available online.
The dedicated website contains more information on the ranking,
the methodology and the key findings. For each company a separate
scorecard is presented. For every country in scope an overview of

seed company presence is available.

The index presents key findings on the industry’s presence and portfolio as
featured below, as well as on its performance on specific measurement areas.

Only half of the companies have
breeding activities; no private sector
breeding was found in 70% of the
countries

Plant breeding is the core activity of many seed
companies around the world, but this is not
the case in Western and Central Africa. Only

11 of the 23 index companies conduct plant
breeding. Three of these are Nigerian (Maslaha
Seeds, Premier Seed, Value Seeds), one is from
Mali (SOPROSA), three operate internationally
(East-West Seed, Seed Co, Syngenta) and four
are part of the Novalliance group (Nankosem,
Semagri, Technisem, Tropicasem). In 15 of the
22 countries in scope (70%), no breeding by
index companies was found.

Large part of the youngest varieties in el

the portfolio of regional companies is
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Three regional seed companies report that
their entire portfolio consists of varieties older Rice 6
than five years. Excluding Novalliance partner

companies, 48% of the varieties offered are older e = u
than five years. Compared to regional companies Wi 2

in Eastern and Southern Africa, this is relatively Potato v
high, likely a result of the small number of seed -
companies with their own breeding program. sesame ;
Meanwhile, global companies - all with active Sunflower |,
breeding programs - report that varieties

younger than three years old make up 60% of Hybrid

the crops in their portfolio. Only for a few crops
do more companies report selling hybrids than
open-pollinated varieties. In field crops, this is
only the case for maize.

Companies’ breeding programs

Country Companies
Nigeria

Mali

Burkina Faso
Cameroon

Senegal

Benin

Ghana

Central African Republic
Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

The Gambia

Togo

Niger

Chad

Republic of the Congo
DR of the Congo

Céte d'lvoire

Liberia

Sierra Leone
Mauritania

Gabon

Equatorial Guinea
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Portfolio of
regional companies*
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B Own breeding
B External Source
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B Less than three years
[l Between three and five years
B More than five years

*Data for Novalliance is not included



Company scorecards

The company scorecards highlight a company’s presence and portfolio, leading
practices and notable findings. They also present comparative strengths.

Value Seeds

company
e profile

company
portfolio

Portfolio information Local crops in portfolio
Leading practices Areas for improvement
Sesdtype

company
presence

Country profiles

The country profiles provide insights in a country’s seed sector and an overview
of the presence and activities of index companies in each country.

The seed sector in Senegal Observations

country
profile

the regional landscaping

company
activities

Seed Producers' Cooperatives,

www.accesstoseeds.org



The Access to Seeds Index 2019 is one of the first benchmarks to be published as part of the
World Benchmarking Alliance (WBA), launched in September 2018 during the UN General
Assembly in New York. The goal of WBA benchmarks is to increase the contribution of the
private sector to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

The Access to Seeds Index 2019 highlights different aspects of the seed industry. The Access
to Seeds Index for Western and Central Africa focuses on 23 leading seed companies in this
region. This was preceded by rankings of the industry in both Eastern and Southern Africa

and South and Southeast Asia, along with a ranking of Global Seed Companies.

Access to Seeds Index Access to Seeds Index Access to Seeds Index
South and Southeast Asia Global Seed Companies
Ranking for the Ranking for the Ranking for the
South and Southeast Asia Index Global Seed Companies Index Eastern and Southern Africa Index
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